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31232- THEORY OF ARCHITECTURE 
DETAIL SYLLABUS 
 

UNIT I INTRODUCTION AND ELEMENTS OF ARCHITECTURE 
Definition of Architecture - Architectural design –Difference between 

architecture and civil engineering – Architect – Civil Engineer - An analysis, Integration 
of aesthetic and function - Elements of Architecture – point, line, plane and volume - 
various building examples. 
 
UNIT II ARCHITECTURAL FORMS & SPACE 

Form & space - Unity of opposites, Shapes, visual and emotional effects of 
geometric forms - The sphere, the cube, the pyramid, the cylinder and cone and their 
derivatives, Subtractive & additive forms – linear, radial, centralized, clustered, grid - 
various building examples - Form defining space – horizontal elements, vertical 
elements - Space defining elements, openings in space-defining elements. 

 
UNIT III COMPONENTS OF DESIGN AND PRINCIPLES OF COMPOSITION 
COMPONENTS: 

Proportion, scale - Ordering principles - balance, rhythm, symmetry, datum, 
hierarchy, pattern, and axis with building examples. 
PRINCIPLES OF COMPOSITION: 

Unity, harmony and specific qualities of design to include dominance, 
punctuating effect, dramatic effect, fluidity, climax, texture, colour and contrast with 
building examples. 
 
UNIT IV ORGANIZATION OF FORMS & SPACES 
SPATIAL RELATIONSHIPS:   

i) Space within space ii) Interlocking spaces iii) Adjacent spaces iv) Space 
linked by a common space. 
SPATIAL ORGANIZATION:  

Influencing factors and their types i) Centralized ii) Linear iii) Radial iv) 
Clustered v) Grid Works of contemporary architects and their ideologies and 
philosophies using the forms and space – F.L.Wright , Le Corbusier  
 
UNIT V ARTICULATION AND CIRCULATION 
ARTICULATION OF FORM: 

Types: i) Edges and corners, ii) Surfaces articulation - Works of contemporary 
architects and their ideologies and philosophies using the forms and space – Louis 
Sullivan, Philip Johnson. 
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